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Gaudet equis, canibufque, et aprici gramine campi. Tor. 


ease oY Coufin Viti ace,. from whom I had not 

page heard for fome time, has lately fent me an 
We account of a Country Parfon; which I dare 
a fay will prove entertaining to my town readers, 
who can have no other idea of our Clergy 





than what they have collected from the {pruce and genteel 
figures, which they have been ufed to contemplate here in 
doctors fcarfs, pudding-fleeves, ftarched hands, and feather- 
topp’d grizzles.. It will be found from my Coufin’s de- 
{cription, that thefe reverent enfigns of orthodoxy are not 
fo neceflary to be difplayed among ruftics ; and that when 
they are out of the pulpit or furplice, the good paftors may 
without cenfure put on the manners as well as drefs of a 


groom or whipper-in. 
Vor. II. 4A Mr. 
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1 Mr. VILLAGE to Mr. TOWN. 


Doncafter, ‘fan. 14th, 1756. 

| Drar Cousin! 
HH Am juft arrived here, after having paid a vifit to our 
old acquaintance Sack Quickfet, who is now become 
the Reverend Mr. Quickfet, Re&tor of 
North-Riding of this county, a living worth upwards of 








parifh in the 


three hundred pounds per annum. As the ceremonies of 
ordination have oceafioned no alteration in ‘fack’s morals 





or behaviour, the Figure he makes in the church is fome- 
| : what remarkable ; but as there are many other incumbents 
of country livings, whofe clerical characters will be found to 
tally with his, perhaps a flight fketch, or, as I may fay, 
rough draught of him, with fome account of my vifit, will 


net be unentertaining to your readers, 


ack, hearing that I was in this part of the world, fent 
> oO P > 





| me a very hearty letter, informing me that he had been 
Hi double-japanned (as he called it) about a year ago, and was the 
; where if I would favour him 





Ih prefent incummbent of 
| with my company, he would give me a cup of the beft 

| Yorkfhire Stingo, and would engage to fhew me a noble 
day’s fport, as he was in a fine open country with plenty of 
iy) foxes. I rejoiced to hear he was fo comfortably fettled, and 
Hi fet out immediately for his living. When I arrived within 
the gate, my ears were alarmed with fuch a loud chorus of 

No mortals on earth are fo happy as we, that 1 began to think 

I had made a miftake ; till obferving its clofe neighbourhood 


| 
| to the church convinced me, that this conld be no other than 
/ 


| the Parfonage-Houfe. On my entrance my friend (whom 
I found 
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1 found in the midft of a room-full of fox-hunters in boots 





and bob wigs) got up to welcome me to » and em- 
bracing me, gave me the full flavour of his Stingo~ by 
belching in my face, as he did me the honour of faluting 
me. He then introduced me to his friends, and placing me 
at the right hand of his own elbow chair, affured them that 
I was a very honeft Cock, and loved a chace of five and 
twenty miles an end as well as any of them: to preferve the 
credit of which character, I immediately complied, with an 
injunction (though I muft confefswith lefs real rapture than, a 
ftaunch foxhunter) to tofs off a pint bumper of Port, with 
the foot of the fox dipped and fqueezed into it to give a zeft 
to the liquor. 


Bur the whole economy of ‘fack’s life is very different 
from that of his brethren. Inftead of having a wife and a 
houfe-full of children, (the moft common family of a country 
clergyman,) he is fingle, unlefs we credit fome idle whifpers 
in the parifh that he is married to his houfekeeper, The 
calm amufement of piquet, chefs, and back-gammon have no 
charms for ‘ack, who fees “ his deareft action in the 
‘‘ field,”’ and boafts that he has a brace of as good hunters 
in his ftable, as ever leg was laid over. Hunting and fhoot- 
ing are the only bufinefs of his life, foxhounds and pointers 
lay about in every parlour, and he is himfelf like Pz/ol, al- 
ways in boots, The eftimation in which he holds his friends 
is rated according to their excellence as {portf{men ; and to be 
able to make a good fhot or hunt a pack of hounds well, 
are admirable qualities. His parifhioners often earn a fhil- 
ling and a cup of ale at his houfe, by coming to acquaint 
him, that they have found a hare fitting, or a fox in’ cover. 
One day, while I was alone with my friend, the fervant 


came 
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carne in to tell him that the Clerk wanted to {peak with 
him. He was ordered in; but I could not help fmiling 
when (inftead of giving notice of a burying, chriftening, or 
fome other church bufinefs, ‘as I expected) I found the ho- 
neft clerk only come to acquaint his reverend fuperior, that 
there was a covey of partridges, of a dozen brace at leatft, 


not above three fields from the houfe. 


Jacx’s elder brother Sir Thomas Quick/et, who prefented 
him with the benefice he now enjoys, is lord of the manor: 
fo that ack has full power to beat up the game unmolefted. 
He goes out three times a week with his brother’s hounds, 
whether Sir Thomas hunts or not ; and has befides a deputation 
from him as lord of the manor, configning the game to his 
care, and empowering him to take away all guns, nets, 
and dogs from perfons not duly qualified. ‘fack is more 
proud of this office than many other country clergymen are 
of being in the commiffion for the peace. Poaching is in 
his eye the moft heinous crime in the twotables ; nor does 
the cure of fouls appear to him half fo important a duty as 
the prefervation of the Game. 


SUNDAY, you may fuppofe, is as dull and tedious to this 
ordained fportfman, as to any fine lady in town: not that 
he makes the duties of his function any fatigue to him but 
as this day is neceflarily a day of reft from the ufual toils 
of the chafe. It happened, that the firft Sunday after I 
was with him he had engaged to take care of a Church, in 
the abfence of a neighbouring clergyman, which was about 
twenty miles off. I engaged to accompany him: and the 
more to encourage me, he had affured me, that we fhould 


ride over as fine a champaign open country as any in the 
North. 
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North. Accordingly I wis rouzed by him in the morning 
before day-break by a loud hollowing of bark to Merriman, 
and the repeated fmacks of his half-hunter ; and after we 
had fortified our ftomachs with feveral flices of hung beef 
and a horn or two of ftingo, we fallied forth. ‘ack was 
mounted upon a hunter, which he affured me was never yet 
thrown out : and 2s we rode along, he could not help lament- 
ing that fo fine-a /off morning thould be thrown away upon a 
Sunday ; at the fame time remarking, that the dogs might 
run breaft high. 


Tuoucu. we. made the beft of our way over hedge and 
ditch, and took every thing, we were often delayed by trying 
if we could prick a hate; or by leaving the road ta examtine 
a piece of cover; and he frequently made me ftop; not to 
look at the profpeét, but while he pointed out the particular 
courfe that Reynard took, or the fpot where he had earth’d, 
At length we arrived on full gallop at theChusch, where we 
found the congregation waiting for us: but as ‘Yack had no- 
thing to do but to alight, pull his band out of the fermon- 
cafe, give his brown fcratch bob a fhake, and clap on the 
furplice, he was prefently equipped for the fervice. In 
fhort he behaved himfelf both in the defk and pulpit to the 
entire fatisfaCtion of all the parifh as well as the fquire of it, 
who after thanking ‘ack for his excellent difcourfe, very cor- 
dially took us home to dinner with him. 


I sHALL not trouble you with an account of our enter- 
tainment at the fquire’s, who being himfelf as keen a fportf- 
man as ever followed a pack of dogs, was hugely delighted 
with ‘fack’s converfation. Church and King, and another 
particular toaft, were (in compliment I fuppofe to my friend’s 

Vor. Il. 4B clerical 
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clerical character) the firft drank after dinner; but thefe 
were directly followed by a pint bumper to Horfes found, 
Dogs hearty, Earth flopt, and Foxes plenty. When we had 
run over again, with great joy and vociferation, as many 
chaces as the time would permit, the bell called us to even- 
ing prayers: after which, (though the {quire would fain 
have had us ftay and take an hunt with him) we mounted 
our horfes at the church-door, and rode home in the dark; 
becaufe ‘ack had engaged to meet feveral of his brother- 
fportimen, who were to lie all night at his own houfe, to 
be in readinefs to make up for the lofs of Sunday, by going 
out a cock-fhooting very early the next morning. 


I must leave it to you, Coufin, to make what reflec- 
tions you pleafe on this character ; only obferving, that the 
country ¢an furnifh many inftances of thefe ordained {portf 
men, whofe thoughts are more taken up with the ftable or 
the dog-kennel than the church: and indeed, it will be 
found that our friend ‘fack and all of his ftamp are regarded 


by their parifhioners, not as Parfons of the Parith, but rather 
as Squires in Orders. 


‘9 I am, dear Coufin, yours &c. 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofler Rows wheeg 
may be had the Firft Volume, or any odd Numbers, 





